i54         SCHILLER AND THE TYPE-PROBLEM
Schiller's intuition none the less arrived at the religious pro-
blem; it was, however,the religious problem of the primitive,
which he even discusses af some length in his investiga-
tion, without ever pressing along this line to the end,
It is worth noting that in the further pursuit of his
ideas'the question of the'play-instinct'fell quite into tho
background in favour of the idea of the aesthetic disposition,
which apparently reached an almost mystical valuation
This, I believe, is not accidental, but has a quite definite
foundation. Oftentimes it is just the best find most
profound ideas in a work which most stubbornly resist
a clear apprehension and formulation, even thotigh they
are suggested in various places and presumably, therefore,
should be sufficiently ripe for a lucid and characteristic
synthesis. It seems to me that here there is a difficulty of
this sort Into the concept of the "aesthetic disposition"
as a mediatory creative state, Schiller himself instils ideas
which at once reveal the depth and the seriousness of this
concept And yet, quite as clearly, he discerned the " play-
instinct" as that long-sought mediating activity. Now
one cannot deny that these two conceptions stand in a
certain opposition to each other, for play and seriousness
are scarcely compatibles. Seriousness comes through deep
inner necessity, but play is its more external expression,
that aspect of it which is turned toward consciousness, It
is not a question, of course, of a will to piety ^ but of having
to play, a playful manifestation of phantasy through innw
necessity, without the compulsion of circumstances, without
even the compulsion of will It is a serious play\ And
i Compare what Schiller says; On ths N$c$$$ary Limitations in
the Use of Beautiful Form [Essays, p. 241], " For since, in the man of
aesthetic refinement, the imaginative faculty, even in its fraa play,
is directed according to laws, and sense approves of enjoyment only
with the consent of reason, the reciprocal favour is easily required of
reason, that it shall be directed, in the earnestness of its law«giving,
in accordance with the interests of th* imagination and not command
the will, without the concurrence of the sensuous instincts/'

